
 

 

Minutes of St Paul’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
held on Sunday 7th April 2019 in church at 12.05pm 

1. Welcome and opening prayers  
Cliff Carrier welcomed those present and opened the meeting in prayer. 
 
2. Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Angela Harriss, David and Gill Parker, Betty Rootham, Jill 
Warsop, Hilary Smart, Sue Cooke, Geraldine Wilkes and Liz and Steve Jones. 
 
3. Election of churchwardens  
One nomination was received. Charles George was duly elected.  
 
4. Minutes of previous APCM  
The minutes were proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by Chris Bright and seconded 
by Wendy Pearce.  All who had been present were in favour.  
 
5. Matters arising  
There were no matters arising. 
 
6. Elections to PCC: 6 places  
Six nominations were received: Debbie Caine, Cliff Carrier, Janet Coleman, Camilla Gilmore, 

Angela Harris and Maureen Hollins. All were duly elected. 

7. Revision of the Electoral Roll  
As Electoral Roll Officer, Maureen Hollins reported that there are 120 members on the renewed 
electoral roll, 69 of whom live in the parish and 51 outside.  There are 81 women and 39 men 
on the roll. 
 
8. Confirmation of sidemen and women  
Jenny Daxter proposed that the list for the coming year, as set out in the Annual Report, be 
accepted. Chris Bright seconded the proposal and all were in agreement.  
 
9. Annual Report  
a) Accounts  
Debbie Caine gave a clear and concise PowerPoint financial summary.  Funds on 1st January 
2018 stood at £115,703.  Following expenditure of £151,091 and funds received of £124,054, 
the shortfall for the year was £27,037, leaving a balance of £88,666 on 31st December.  The 
breakdown of the shortfall is: £10,000 for the kitchen, £7,272 for LoCYFM, £1,286 for the cost 
of the lounge (over three years) and other small items with £8,479 the shortfall in the  general 
fund. Restricted funds at the year end were £28,394 and unrestricted £60,272. A shortfall of 
£8,500 is expected in 2019 due to: 

• further reduction in income 

• increase in parish share 

• increase in maintenance costs following the Quinquennial inspection 
A total of £64,368, £41,013 which is unrestricted but designated and £23,347 restricted, will fund 
Penny’s role till the end of 2021. 
i) any questions 
There were no questions. 
ii) acceptance of accounts  
Jane George proposed and Margaret Oldroyd seconded that we should accept the accounts as 
an accurate record.  All were in favour.  
 
 



 

 

iii) appointment of independent examiner  
It was proposed by Andrew Little and seconded by Ian Robinson that we appoint Richard Nowell, 
chartered accountant, as independent examiner of the accounts. Everyone was in agreement. 
 
b) Gift Day outcome (so far)  
Out of the 93 letters sent out, 41 replies have currently been received.  The total donations, 
including gift aid, so far amount to £5,595. 
 
On behalf of the congregation, Cliff expressed our thanks to Debbie. 
 
10. Other business, updates and changes (or looking back and looking forward)  
Andrew asked if there were any additional items to be added to this section before moving on 
to a).  There was one which will be covered in b) below. 
a) Chairs and layout 
Wide ranging responses followed a question asking for people’s feelings regarding the new 
layout for café style all age worship: 

• good coffee! 

• not comfortable with the set-up, not right for worship, what is the value? 

• initially doubtful about it being conducive to worship, but now a) children are quieter, 
interested and engaged, b) regardless of age the craft has a buzz 

• children are more involved and feel part of the congregation 

• not good for some 9 o’clockers, but is for others 

• tables enable 9am to sit together, doesn’t detract from worship 

• previous all age services were not working, now they are 

• all age was a misnomer, numbers have now increased, needs to be set up for 9am, 
wardens have tried various options and done their best to find a satisfactory layout, 
currently some rows of chairs at the front in the hope that people will move forward 

• better mingling with congregations with coffee being in church 

• everyone is engaged, real all age worship 

• on a practical note Traidcraft is suffering due to everyone being in the church 
(Traidcraft is now turning itself round and Wendy Pearce put out a plea to help by buying 
regularly, even if only a couple of items) 

• as viewed from the front, more intimate act of worship at 9am with people sitting at the 
front rather than spread all over the church 

Andrew summarised by saying that the first café style service had been a risk, but that, following 
the successful October and December services, it was decided at the January PCC meeting to 
continue with the new style worship. Feedback from the APCM will be discussed at the meeting 
on 13th May. To make life easier for those involved for both café style worship and the Real Life 
course being held in church from the end of April into July, 40 chairs will be stacked, re-sited 
and covered at the back of church, without interfering with the display board.  This will enable 
the side chairs to be reangled.  Please give any feedback to PCC members. 
b) Worship group – plans 
Andrew commented on the changes that had taken place over three years during which there 
had been both joyous and difficult points. Steve Saxton-Owen had resigned from PCC and left 
the church in January.  Juliette Khan was then invited to express her thanks to Steve.  She 
began by thanking Chris Bright for mentioning Steve (see above).  Juliette then said how much 
Steve had contributed to the musical life at St Paul’s and hoped that he would be thought of and 
remembered in that way. 
Where can we go now?  YouTube is alright. The importance of visibility of the words and the 
volume of the sound are of key importance.  Multiple versions are looked at but this is very time 
consuming.  Currently the worship group is looking at cds for backing tracks.  Without a keyboard 
player it is difficult to lead worship and the group has decided to have two weeks on and two 
weeks off each month.  Where possible all age services will be covered.  The group was thanked 
for its hard work and doing a brilliant job.  All members should be able to sit in the congregation 



 

 

without feeling guilty.  Andrew Little will look into the possibility of finding a keyboard player from 
within other churches – a person of faith, able to connect with others and lead worship. 
Charlie reported that there will be three options as we move forward 

• the Worship Group 

• YouTube/backing cds 

• another pianist, with or without group members 
He commented that the patience, understanding and support of the congregation would be 
appreciated. 
Appreciation was expressed particularly to Jane George for playing at 9am, also to Ursula for 
covering for Jane, and Maureen (Wednesdays).  Jane was also thanked for her skill in choosing 
the hymns – not an easy task. 
c) Operational concerns 
For the first time since St Paul’s became a parish, there is only one warden. Charlie commented 
that reserve wardens may well be called upon – watch out for an email!  Wednesday 9am should 
be self-sufficient. Problems relating to site will now have to be dealt with more philosophically 
and Charlie asked that the congregation bear with him. 
d) disabled spaces 
As an immediate resolution it was suggested and agreed that the parking place by the priest’s 
door become a disabled space with entry straight into the church, making available parking for 
the three regulars requiring disabled places each Sunday. 
 
An opportunity was given for further matters to be raised but there were none.   
 
11. Final Comments: The Revd Andrew Stewart  
Andrew thanked Cliff and everyone else for all their work during the year, encouraging us to look 
back in gratitude to Jesus, for ongoing maintenance, for the success of Messy Church and for 
the building of relationships.  Things might frustrate us, including difficulties caused by the drop 
in numbers, but we should keep encouraging each other, keeping Jesus in the centre and 
walking with him, as we share our different views with respect and grace.  The best is yet to 
come and the future is our own.  
 
12. Closing Prayer  
Andrew Stewart closed the meeting in prayer at 1.05pm 


