
 

 

 

Draft minutes of the PCC meeting held on Monday 9th November 2020 by Zoom 

 

Present: Tim Fox (Chair), Debbie Caine, Cliff Carrier, Janet Coleman, Charlie George, Camilla 

Gilmore, Angela Harriss, Maureen Hollins, Ann Jordan, Andrew Little, Wendy Pearce, Ann Shepheard 

and Hugh Williams            

Penny Carrier was in attendance. 

 

80.20 Welcome and apologies 

Tim welcomed members and began by reading 1Corinthians 12 vv 1 – 11, which asks us to build up 

the church using the gifts of the Spirit given to us by God.  He then opened the meeting in prayer 

inviting members to say what God is saying to us or to the church through the reading. 

 

81.20 Minutes of PCC meeting held on 12th October 2020 

Maureen signed the minutes, on Tim’s behalf, as a true and accurate record of the meeting. The 

sidespeople’s list is on file, but not attached to the minutes. 

 

82.20 Matters arising not on the Agenda  

Andrew reported that, under 76.20 paragraph one, The Barnabas Fund was for spiritual use and only 

the Memorial Fund would be used for funding technical purchases. 

 

83.20 Reports 

Details are on individual papers if no comments are included. 

i.  CYFM  (paper attached) 

ii. Finance  Debbie Caine (3 papers attached – written update, expected outturn 2020 and actual v 

budget summary) 

Finance committee Andrew Little (paper attached)  
a. Contactless payment plus three other items see paper 

b. The Parish share set for 2020 was £69K. The committee now feels that £65K, an 

increase over the initial amount of £61K is now achievable, still leaving circa £12K in 

the general fund.  Members were unanimous in deciding that £65K be paid to the 

diocese as our parish share for 2020.  Similarly, all were in agreement that our parish 

share for 2021 would be £62K.  Committed giving is sustaining well but the loss from 

hall income is considerable.  As yet the deanery has not decided on how to allocate the 

money received from the diocese to ease the loss from rental income.  Parish share for 

2021 will not be reduced but the amount received, which could be £10K, would help 

us to meet our share. This will most probably be a paper exercise.   

c. Christmas cake decision 

A generous gift of £1,223 has been received from the Rushcliffe Residents’ Association 

after winding down the fighting fund for Sharphill Wood.  The fund had been raised by 

residents and the balance has now been divided between five worthy local beneficiaries.  

As we were unable to celebrate our 60th anniversary in July, the leadership team had 

discussed the idea of buying a number of Christmas cakes to be given as a gift to a 

neighbour, thus giving back to the community.  There followed much discussion with 

some additional thoughts being added: 

• Christmas gifts for the Great Notts Toy Appeal 

• Christmas gifts for the Children’s Centre in Bingham 

• Christmas cakes to foodbanks 

• Cakes to the elderly living alone/those in care homes 

• Buying gifts from Inspirations on the Avenue so supporting a local business 

• A Christmas card, with a message suitable for people of any faith could be given 

with the cakes 



 

 

• £500 for Christmas gifts, £500 for a foodbank, £223 for cakes  

• £600 for Christmas gifts and £600 for cakes for seniors 

All were in agreement that half be spent on the Christmas gifts for children and half for cakes for 

seniors. 
iii. Site (paper attached) 

iv. Deanery/Churches Together 

Deanery – nothing to report 

CTWB – Zoom gathering 29th November at 6.30pm  

 

84.20 Vision 

i. Renewing our Vision 

There were no questions. 

ii. Growing Disciples Plan 

Tim has made a funding application with no response so far.  He has spoken to Jo Padmore today. 

iii. Streaming of services 

No progress can be made as there is currently nothing in stock. The church computer is working well 

enough at the moment. 

It was pointed out that a child’s face had been visible during a 10.30am streamed service as well as a 

family being prayed for by name.  Parents will be asked about the former in advance in future, and 

names will not be mentioned during intercessions. 

iv. Away Day 2021 

All were in agreement that the date should be postponed till the summer/indefinitely. 

v. Bishop’s address to diocesan synod 

Tim précised the report, commenting that the Bishop had spoken in stark terms.  Disadvantaged 

churches will be resourced.  St Paul’s is sustainable up to a point, but the Bishop may well be looking 

at churches like us, expecting full parish share or in the long term the focus may well be on 

consolidation of parishes and increased lay leadership.   

 

85.20 Christmas 2020 

i. Christingle and services 

The current situation poses more questions than answers.  It is hoped to have invitational/ticketed 

services from Monday till Christmas Eve with a maximum of 50 in attendance.  Candles or orange 

balloons from the Children’s Society would take the place of Christingles, with one Christingle up 

front.  Services may be gathered or streamed depending on current regulations. 
ii. Community Christmas card 

This will not happen this year.  The suggestion of delivering Easter cards was made. 

 

86.20 Focus on safeguarding 

i. Ann Shepheard began with a quiz, to test members’ safeguarding knowledge.  

We are all responsible for being aware in our interactions of trusting our instincts with those we meet, 

not walking away without sharing concerns which may arise with an appropriate person. 

ii. PCC Members’ responsibilities/requirements 

Ann emphasised the importance of the Three Rs – Recognise, Record and Report.  With evidence 

given to the diocese, connections can then be made with that received from other sources. This applies 

to both children and vulnerable adults.   

All PCC members in this diocese must complete C1 safeguarding training. 

iii. IICSA Report 

The report highlights two fundamental issues that have been a problem historically; deference and 

clericalism – the authority of the Church and the moral authority of clergy were perceived to be 

beyond reproach. Also, much was done to support those accused of abuse but there was a failure to 

respond to victims or survivors of abuse adequately and appropriately. The emphasis has been on 

protecting the reputation of the Church rather than dealing with the problem. Ann recommended 

reading the ‘Pen Portraits' at the beginning of the report to get some idea of this. 



 

 

 

To take the positives, although things have progressed slowly, they are moving in the right direction. 

One commentator observed that since more women have taken on leadership roles the attitude in 

the room has changed, for the better. Out of 42 dioceses in the CofE 41 have appointed a Diocesan 

Safeguarding Advisor and one of the recommendations from the report is that the ‘Advisor’ becomes 

an ‘Officer’, thereby taking on the operational responsibility for deciding which cases to refer to 

statutory authorities.  Our DSA, Julian Hodgson is passionate about getting everyone and everything 

up to speed. 

 

Although St Paul’s already has a working policy on safer recruitment, it is not on paper. All members 

were therefore asked to approve the decision to adopt the Safer Recruitment policy and procedure 

set out in the Diocesan Safeguarding Handbook for all roles involving any work with children or 

vulnerable adults. The Parish Safeguarding Officer and the Incumbent will jointly decide which other 

roles will require Safer Recruitment practices.  It is essential key questions are asked with no apologies 

made for being rigorous.  Agreement was unanimous. 

 

Tim expressed massive thanks on everyone’s behalf to Ann for her diligence and care and for doing a 

brilliant job.  

 

87.20 Dates of next meetings 

2021 11th January, 8th February, 8th March, APCM 21st/28th March, 12th April, 10th May, 

14th June, 12th July  

 

The meeting closed at 9.27pm. Before blessing each other with the words of the Grace and having 

listened to the Spirit through prayer, two other words came to mind – hope and beacon.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Signed as a true and accurate record        11th January 2021 

 

 

 


